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Public  Health  Department, 


To wn  Hall, 
Maes teg. 
July,  1952. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Maes teg  Urban 
District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  & Gentlemen, 

I herewith  submit  for  your  consideration  my  Report  upon  the 
Vital  Statistics  and  Sanitary  circumstances  of  your  Urban  Area 
for  the  year  1951* 

Since  my  appointment  on  1st  November,  1948,  the  Health 
Department  has  pursued  and  partially  or  wholly  attained  the 
following  objects  :- 

Before  the  complete  take-over  by  the  Regional  Hospital 
Board  in  July.  1949 

(1)  Painting  of  the  Isolation  Hospital.  Completed  in  1949. 

(2)  New  Equipment  ibr  the  Ma.es teg  Maternity  Heme.  Completed  in 
1949. 

In  the  Maes  teg  Urban  District 

(3)  Closure  of  the  Common  Lodging  House  in  September,  1949. 

(4)  The  provision  of  adequate  W, ashing  Facilities  in  all  Bakeries. 
Completed  in  1949. 

(5)  A 2-year  ly  Mass  Radiography  for  tho  Population.  Ono  was 
held  in  1949  and  tho  next  in  1951. 

(6)  The  regular  Re-housing  of  T.B.  Patients.  In  July,  1950»  “tie 
Council  adopted  the  principle  to  re-house  one  patient  from 
each  Ward  in  every  o4  houses. 

(7)  The  Additional  Building  and  Improvements  to  the  Maesteg 
Slaughterhouse  with  the  provision  of  Sanitary  Accommodation. 
Small  items  are  still  outstanding. 

(8)  Suggested  Improvements  to  the  Caerau  Pasteurization  Plant 
which,  on  the  Owner's  initiative,  was  completely  re-built  in 
1949. 

(9)  Introduction  of  New  Dye-Laws  for  Food  Hygiene;  these  were 
adopted  in  January,  1950* 

(10)  Improvement  in  the  V/ater  Supply  and  the  Painting  of  the  Maesteg 
Market.  Some  improvement  has  been  effected  in  the  Water 
Supply  and  the  Market  was  re -painted  in  tho  year  1952. 

(11)  The  Improvement  with  regard  to  V/ ashing  Facilities  and 
General  Hygiene  in  Cafes  and  Restaurants  which  are  now  in 
a satisfactory  standard. 

(12)  The  Provision  of  Dust-bins  to  Maesteg  Dwellings.  Dust-bins 
have  boon  supplied  to  some  of  tho  new  Housing  Estates. 

(13)  The  Extension  and  Re-building  of  the  Sewage  Works  which 
are,  at  present,  in  progress. 

(14)  The  Introduction  of  0.  Tuberculosis  Re-housing  Register  in 
which  all  Applicants  for  Houses  suffering  from  Tuberculosis 
are  administered  from  day-to-day.  All  new  applicants  arc 
visited  by  tho  M. O.H.  personally  who  thereafter  makes  his 
recommendations  for  re-housing  to  tho  Council  and  copies  of 
which  are  sent  to  tho  Divisional  Office  in  Bridgend. 
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With  regard  to  the  Vital  Statistics,  the  year  1951  has  shown 
a favourable  picture.  The  Graph  of  Total  Deaths  from  the  Principle 
Infectious  Diseases  s-hows  a fall.  The  Deaths  due  to  Infantilo 
Diarrhoea  and  those  due  to  Measles  romained  stationary. 

No  cases  of  Diphtheria  or  Poliomyelitis  have  boon  notified  in 
the  Urban  District  during  the  Year. 

Tuborculosis  shows  an  even  moro  favourable  picture.  The 
Graphs  of  both  Notifications  raid  Deaths  have  shown  tho  lowost  level 
since  tho  year  1934*  Tuberculosis  Bo-housing  is,  howevor,  still 
unsatisfactory,  only  3 cases  of  Tuborculosis  having  boon  ro-housod 
in  1951*  If  this  rate  woro  continued,  it  would  take  about  6 years 
to  clear  tho  Waiting  List  for  Pulmonary  Tuborculosis  of  the 
beginning  of  195^>  irrespective  of  other  forms  of  Tuborculosis  and 
new  names  of  Pulmonary  Tuborculosis  having  been  added  since. 

Of  the  Graph  for  the  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Urban  District 
we  note  a continuing  descending  line  for  Infantile  Mortality,  a 
fairly  steep  increase  in  the  Birth-rate,  a fall  in  the  Deaths  at 
AL1  .Ages,  but  a slight  fall  in  the  General  Population.  The  drop  in 
the  General  Death-rate,  however  small,  is  significant  due  to  the 
steep  increase  in  the  population  of  the  Age d,  now,  and  in  future 
years.  In  Maesteg  this  fall  may  also  be  partly  due  to  tho  slight 
decline  in  population. 

Of  the  19  Infantile  Deaths,  7 were  due  to  Prematurity, 

4 due  to  Pneumonia  and  Broncho-pneumonia  and  1 due  to  Acute 
Enteritis.  The  proportion  of  Prematurity  is  much  larger  than  in 
the  year  1950  while  the  deaths  due  to  Pneumonia  aro  much  loss. 
Without  these  losses  the  Mortality  would  havo  boon  reduced 
considerably. 

In  general,  the  Year  has  closod  on  an  optimistic  note  and 
it  is  tho  aim  of  our  Department  and  of  tho  Modical  Officer  of  Health 
to  continue  these  improvements  in  ovory  possible  way. 

Personally  signed  copies  only,  constitute  tho  original, 
unom ended  Eoport. 
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I am.  Ladies  & Gontlomon, 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  in  Acres  ......  6,709 

Population  1951  (Estimated)  ......  23*010 

'*  1891  Census  9,471 

" 1901  * 15,015 

u 1911  " ......  24,977 

" 1921  ,l  28,960 

" 1931  " 25,552 

" 1951  " 23,124 

Rateable  Value  of  1951  £78,631 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  £293 


Per  1.000  Live 
Pers  ons 


Birth  Rate  for  1951  20. 69 

Average  Birth  Rate  for  10  previous  years  20. 70 

Death  Rate  (from  all  causes)  for  1951  .......  13*21 

Average  Death  Rate  for  10  previous  years  12*54 

Death  Rate  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  for  1951  0.40 

Average  Death  Rate  from  jPulmoraary  Tuberculosis 

for  10  previous  years  ••••••  0.50 

Death  Rate  from  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

for  1951  0.00 

Infantile  Mortality  J^ate  for  1951 39*92 

Average  Infantile  Mortality  Rite  for 

10  previous  years  66.3 
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EXTRACTS  PROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 


• • • • • 


Births  : - 

Legitimate 
111 egi timat  e . . 

Still-Births  

Birth  Rate  . « « •••  « « . 

Birth  Rate,  England  & Wales 


• • • • • • 


Males 

Females 

Total 

226 

229 

453 

11 

10 

21 

7 

4 

11 

20.69 

15.3 

D eaths  : - 
Males  — 
Death-Rate 


171 


Death-Rate,  England 
& Wales  ... 


Females 

13.21 

12.3 


133 


Total 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes 
Prom  Puerperal  Infections 
Other  Maternal  Infections 
Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births 
Rate  for  England  & Woles 


• ••  • • ♦ • • • • • 
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Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  year  of  Age 
Legitimate 
Illegitimate 
Total 

Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births  ... 


• • • • • 


• • • • 


• • • • o 


• • • • • • • • • • • • 


• • • • • • • • 


• • • • • •••  • » • 
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Deaths  of  Infants  under  Pour  Weeks  of  Age  s- 
Legitimate 
Illegitimate 
Total 

Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births  ... 


• • • •••  • • • • • © • • • 


• • © • 


• • • ♦ • • * • 


• • • • • • • • • 


••  •••  •••  ••• 


Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  ... 

Deaths  from  Measles,  all  ages 
Deaths  from  V/ ho  oping  Cough,  all  ages 
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SUMMARY  OF  THE  CHIEF  CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AT  ALL  AGES  AND 
THEES  SATES  FOS  THE  TEAS  1951 
(Civilian  and  Non-Civilian) 


Number 

Sate 

of  Deaths 

per 

M 

F 

Total 

1,000 

1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

• # • 

7 

4 

11 

0.40 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other  forms 

• • • 

0 

.0 

0 

0.00 

3.  Syphilitic  Disease 

• • • 

0 

0 

0 

0.00 

4.  Diphtheria 

• • • 

0 

0 

0 

0.00 

5.  Whooping  Cough 

• • • 

0 

0 

0 

0.00 

6.  Meningococcal  Infections 

• • • 

0 

0 

0 

0.00 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis 

% • • 

0 

0 

0 

0.00 

8.  Measles 

• • • 

1 

0 

1 

0.04 

9.  Other  infective  & parasitic 

diseases 

• • • 

2 

0 

2 

0.08 

10.  Malignant  Neoplasm,  stomach 

• • • 

12 

4 

16 

0.60 

11.  Malignant  Neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

3 

0 

5 

0.21 

12.  Malignant  Neoplasm,  breast 

• • • 

0 

2 

2 

0.08 

13.  Malignant  Neoplasm,  uterus 

• • • 

0 

1 

1 

0.04 

14.  Other  Malignant  & Lymphatic 

Neoplasms 

• * • 

12 

6 

18 

0.70 

15.  Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 

• • • 

0 

1 

1 

0.04 

l6.  Diabetes 

• • • 

2 

6 

8 

0.30 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous 

system 

• • » 

13 

17 

30 

1.03 

18.  Coronary  disease,  Angina 

• • • 

12 

ll 

23 

0.90 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

0 

0 

0 

0.00 

20.  Other  heart  disease 

• • • 

40 

32 

72 

3.01 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease 

• • • 

0 

0 

0 

0.00 

22.  Influenza 

• • • 

5 

7 

12 

0.50 

23.  Pneumonia 

• • • 

6 

3 

9 

0.30 

24.  Bronchitis 

• • • 

ll 

8 

19 

0.80 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory 

system 

• • • 

ll 

0 

11 

0.40 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  & duodenum 

• • • 

1 

0 

1 

0.04 

27.  Gastritis,  Enteritis  & Diarrhoea 

l 

1 

2 

0.08 

28.  Nephritis  & Nephrosis 

• • • 

1 

3 

4 

0.10 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

• • • 

3 

0 

3 

0.10 

30.  pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

0 

1 

l 

0.04 

31.  Congenital  malformations 

• • •> 

3 

0 

3 

0.10 

32.  Other  defined  & ill-defined 

diseases 

• • • 

17 

19 

36 

1.05 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

• • • 

2 

2 

4 

0.10 

34.  All  other  accidents 

• • • 

4 

5 

9 

0.30 

33.  Suicide 

• • • 

0 

0 

0 

0.00 

36.  Homicide  & operations  of  war 

• • • 

0 

0 

0 

0.00 

ALL  CAUSES  Males 

• « 

171 

Females  . 

• • 

133  Total  ... 

304 

Sate  per  1,000  ...  13.21 
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Birth-Rates,  Death-Rates,  Analysis  of  Mortality,  Maternal  Mortality 
and  Case  Rates  for  certain  Infectious  Diseases  in.  the  year  1951. 
Provisional  figures  based  on  Weekly  and  Quarterly  Returns  of  the 
Regis trar-G emeral  (England  and  Wales ) . 


England 

and 

Wales 

126  County 
Boroughs  and 
Great  Towns 
( including 
London) 

148  Smaller 
Towns 
(Resident 
Population 

25, 000-50, 000 

at  1931  Census ) 

Lond  on 
Administr- 
trative 
County 

. Rates  per  1,000 

Home  Population 

BIRTHS 

Live  Births 

15.5 

17.3 

16.7 

17.8 

Still  Births 

O.36 

0.45 

0.38 

0.37 

DEATHS 

All  Causes 

12.5  + 

13.4 

12.5 

13.1 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

- 

Whooping  Cough 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

00.01 

Diphtheria 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Tuberculosis 

0.31 

0.37 

0.31 

0.38 

Influenza 

0.38 

0.36 

0.38 

0.23 

Smallpox 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

“ 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

( including 

Polioencephalitis ) 

0.00 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

Pneumonia 

0.61 

0.63 

O.63 

0.61 

E 

htes  per  1,000 

Live  Births 

AL1  causes  under 

1 Year  of  Age 

29.6  * 

33.9 

27.6 

26.4 

Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

under  2 years  of  Age 

1.4 

1.6 

1.0 

0.7 

• A dash  {-)  signifies  that  there  were  no  deaths 
se  Per  1,000  related  births 


+ Rates  per  1,000  Total  population 
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England 

and 

Wales 

126  County 
Boroughs  and 
Great  Towns 
( including 
London) 

148  Smaller 
Towns 
(Resident 
Population 
23,000-50,000 
at  1931  Census) 

London 

Administ- 

rative 

County 

1 

Rates  per  1,000  Pop 

ulation 

(Corrected)  :•» 

Typhoid  Fever 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

0.02 

0.03 

0.02 

0.01 

Meningococcal  Infection 

0.03 

0.04 

0.03 

O.O3 

Scarlet  Fever 

1.11 

1.20 

1.20 

1.10 

W hooping  Cough 

3.87 

3.62 

4.00 

3.11 

Diphtheria 

0.02 

0.02 

0.03 

0.01 

Erysipelas 

0.14 

0.13 

0.12 

0.15 

Smallpox 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

14.64 

Measles 

14.07 

13.93 

14.82 

Pneumonia 

0.99 

1.04 

O.96 

0.  /2. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 
(including 
Polioencephalitis ) 

0.03 

0.02 

Paralytic 

0.03 

0.03 

Non-Paralytic 

0.02 

0.02 

0.03 

0.02 

Food  Poisoning 

0.13 

0.13 

0.08 

0.23 

Rates  per  1,000  Total  Births  (Live  and  Still)  :- 
(a)  Notifications  (corrected)  : 


Puerperal  Fever 

j 

r 1 

i 

and  Pyrexia 

10.66 

13.77 

8.08 

14.90 

(b)  Maternal  Mortality  in  England  and  Wales  : 


Intermediate 
List  No.  and 
Cause 

Number  of 
Deaths 

Rates  per  1,000  Total 
(Live  & Still)  Births 

Rates  per 
million 
women 
gged  15-44 

A 115  (Sepsis  of  pregnancy, 
( childbirth  and  the 
( puerperium 

70 

0.10 

Abortion  with  toxaemia 

3 

0.00 

0 

A ll6  1 

Other  toxaemias  of 
pregnancy  and  the 
| puerperium 

167 

0.24 

A ii  w( Haemorrhage  of  pregnancy 

' ( and  childbirth  91 

0.13 

A 118 (Abortion  without  mentior 
( of  sepsis  or  toxaemia 

1 

37 

0.05 

4 

A 119 (Abortion  with  sepsis 

66 

0.09 

7 

A 120( Other  complications  of 
( p r egnanc y , c hild  bi rth 
(and  the  puerperium 

125 

0.18 
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WATER 


During  the  year  1951*  24  samples  of  water  were  taken  for 

quantitative  and  qualitative  analysis  by  the  County  Analyst. 

3 chemical  analyses  and  1 bacteriological  examination  were 
unsatisfactory.  All  samples  taken  are  listed  below  r- 


Taken  from 

Date 

Bacteriological 

Chemical 

Examination 

Analysis 

Tap, 

Talbot  Street 

20.3.51. 

Satis  factory 

Tap, 

Tonna  Road 

20.3*51* 

H 

II 

Tap, 

Picton  Street 

20.3.51. 

It 

It 

Tap, 

Church  Street 

20.3.51.  "n 

<1;  tl 

Tap, 

Council 

Offices 

17.4.51.  ” 

It 

Tap, 

Neath  Road 

17.4.51.  " 

It 

Tap, 

Bridgend  Road 

17.4.51.  (a)  " 

It  j 

Tap, 

Bridgend  Road 

17.4.51.  (b)  " 

" ) 

A very  soft  acid  water. 
Chemical  and  physical 
characters  are 
satisfactory. 

A very  soft  alkaline  water 
containing  a fair  amount  of 
iron  and  zinc.  Sample  is 
of  good  organic  quality  but 
physical  characters  are 
unsatisfactory  owing  to 
presence  and  subsequent 
precipitation  of  dissolved 
iron  and  zinc,  causing 
discolouration,  turbidity 
and  sediment. 


Soft  neutral  waters. 

Chemical  and  physical 
characters  are  satisfactory. 


Maesteg  Swimming  Pool 

(a)  Shallow  End  31,7. 51*  11  ” ) The  physical  characters  are 

(b)  Deep  End  31*7*51*  11  " ) satisfactory.  The  chlorine 

dosage  should  be  increased 
by  about  0.2  parts  per 
million. 


Garth  Swimming  Pool 

(a)  Shallow  End  6.8.51* 

(b)  Deep  End  6.8.51. 


Unsatisfactory)  The  physical  characters 
Satisfactory  ) are  unsatisfactory. 


Tap,  Maesteg  Market  24.8*51. 


Tap,  Council 

Offices  24.8.51. 


Satisfactory  Avery  soft  neutral  water 
containing  a trace  of 
zinc.  Chemical  analysis 
indicates  the  sample  to 
be  of  good  organic 
quality. 


Satisfactory  A very  soft  faintly  acid 
water  containing  a trace 
of  zinc.  Chemical  and 
physical  characters  are 
satisfactory. 


Copies  of  Laboratory  Reports  upon  all  examinations  wore  forwarded 
to  the  Manager  of  the  Mid-Glamorgan  Water  Board. 
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On  tho  19th  March,  1951  the  Mid-Glamorgan  Viator  Board  was 
approachod  by  tho  Surveyor  to  the  Maesteg  Urban  District  Council, 
to  express  the  Council's  fear  that  the  houses  now  in  course  of 
erection  at  the  Turberville  Housing  Site  and  properties  at  higher 
levels  in  Cemetery  Road  would  be  without  a supply  of  water  when 
completed  in  August,  1951  and  thus  have  to  remain  urn-tenanted. 

In  reply  the  Manager  of  the  Mid -Glamorgan  Water  Board  reported 
that  the  plans  of  the  Turberville  Site  were  first  submitted  on 
10th  June,  1949  and  on  the  13th  June,  1949  the  Council  were 
informed  that  under  the  existing  scheme  of  distribution  tho  site 
could  not  be  supplied  with  water.  Even  when  tho  High  Level  Scheme 
was  completed  the  supply  to  the  sito  would  not  be  adequate  due  to 
the  distance  of  tho  site  from  tho  Main  Trunk,  the  small  diameter 
of  tho  existing  Mains  and  the  state  of  corrosion  in  which  they  were 
found.  The  High  Level  Scheme  was  completed  in  October,  I949  and 
since,  tho  Park  Housing  Sito  and  tho  High  Lovol  Properties  in  tho 
vicinity  had  boon  adequately  supplied.  In  tho  Winter  of  1949  tosts 
wore  mado  to  ascortain  whether  tho  Turborvillo  Site  and  Cemotery 
Road  on  tho  Eastern  side  of  tho  Valloy  could  be  supplied  from  tho 
now  Resorvoir  at  Biynmawr  without  subjecting  tho  remainder  of 
tho  District  to  tho  high  pressure  of  that  supply.  In  May,  1950> 
tho  tests  had  to  bo  doclarcd  unsuccessful  and  a new  1,200  yards, 
6-inch  Main  was  rocommondod  from  tho  12-inch  Main  at  Station  Street 
to  Duke  Strcot.  Tho  consent  of  the  Wolsh  Board  of  Health  was 
reccivod  on  20th  Octobor,  1950>  tut  after  enquiries  it  was  found 
that  tho  pipes  could  not  be  delivered  until  July,  1951*  Tho  laying 
of  tho  1,050  yards  6-inch  Main  was  completed  in  September,  1951 
and,  as  a result,  an  adequate  supply  of  water  could  bo  maintained 
on  tho  highest  points  of  Turborvillo  Site  for  Duke  Street  and  for 
Cemetery  Road. 

The  following  additional  works  wero  carried  out  in  the  year 

1951  c- 


( a)  Turberville  Housing  Site  s 

560  yards  of  4-inch  C.I.  Mains. 
1,204  yards  of  3-inch  0.1.  Mains. 


(b)  School  Road  and  Salisbury  Road  : 

(Building  by  Private  Enterprise) 

96  yards  of  3"inch  C.I*  Mains. 

When  repairing  tho  Heating  Boiler  of  the  Nantyffyllon  Pumping 
Station  at  the  ond  of  tho  year  it  was  found  impossible  to  get 
suitablo  firebars  as  the  Boilor  was  of  obsolete  pattern.  The 
delivery  of  now  boilors  being  very  difficult,  viz  : 18-24  months, 
it  was  fortunate  that  a firm  in  Bridgend  had  one  in  stock  so  that 
a new  Boilor  could  bo  ordered. 

All  houses  in  the  Maesteg  District  are  supplied  from  the 
Public  Water  Mains  with  the  exception  of  32  which  arc  mainly 
outlying  farms  and  cottagos  far  away  from  tho  Public  Water  Means 
and  aro  still  suppliod  by  St  and -pipes-* 
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SWIMMING  BATHS 


During  the  swimming  so  as  on,  2 samples  of  water  wore 
collected  from  the  Garth  and  Maos  tog  Swimming  Baths  and  submitted 
for  bacteriological,  examination.  Tho  sample  of  the  Garth  Swimming 
Bath  was  found  unsatisfactory  at  tho  shallow  ond.  Two  samples 
wore  also  submitted  for  Ohomicnl  Analysis  while  again  the  water 
of  the  Garth  Swimming  Bath  was  found  unsatisfactory  both  at  tho 
deop  and  shallow  ends.  The  Surveyor's  Department  was  informed  of 
the  results.  An  inspection  of  the  Garth  Pool  was  made  on 
10th  August,  1951  to  ascertain  the  causes  of  impurity  and  it  was 
found  that  due  to  inexperience  of  a newly-appointed  employee  the 
filtration  of  the  water  had  not  been  going  smoothly  and  much  of 
the  impurity  was  due  to  failure  in  discarding  the  reverse-flow  of 
the  Filter.  This  matter  was  duly  attended  to  and  tho  water  in 
the  Pool  which  had  beon  of  a very  dirty,  groon  colour,  subsequently 
turned  out  to  be  clear  and  wholes omo, 

Tho  Hoport  of  tho  Director  of  Wator  Examination  for  London 
on  tho  spread  of  Poliomyolitis  by  public  wator  supplies  indicated 
that  tho  virus  was  inactivated  in  10  minutes  by  a residual  of  free 
chlorine  of  0.05  parts  por  million.  It  was  for  this  reason  that 
I thought  it  advisable  to  havo  Log  Books  kept  both  in  tho  Garth 
and  Maesteg  Swimming  Baths  in  order  to  have  a continuous  record  of 
the  chlorination  of  the  water  and  also  to  have  a Chl&rine-tester  in 
use  for  both  pools.  As  in  the  previous  3 years  the  incidence  of 
Poliomyelitis  in  Maesteg  had  risen  and  a heavy  outbreak  of  the 
disease  occurred  in  the  Swansea  area  in  the  year  1950*  a 
Ohlorine-t ester  for  the  Garth  Bath  was  asked  for  in  July,  1950* 
but  has  not  been  available  for  that  season.  On  the  26th  of 
June,  1951j  the  Chlorine -tester  was  received  by  tho  Garth  Swimming 
Bath  so  that  both  pools  can  now  bo  regularly  tested  and  the 
findings  recorded  in  the  Log  Books. 

AL though  the  Mid-Glamorgan  Wa.tcr  contains  a residual  fro© 
Chlorine  of  0.2  parts  per  million  this  figure  will  be  considerably 
reduced  in  polluted  waters.  Tho  water  for  tho  Garth  Pool  is  pumped 
from  a stream  joining  tho  Eiver  Llynfi  just  behind  the  pool,  whilo 
the  Maesteg  Pool  is  supplied  by  the  Mid -Glamorgan  Wator  Board. 
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HOUSING 


Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  1951  • 


By  the  Local  Authority  : 28 

% other  persons  or  bodies  : 12 

Total  number  of  houses  owned  by  the  Local  Authority 
(a)  Under  the  Housing  Acts  5^5 

(bj  Other  Powers  12. 


For  the  third  year  in  succession  the  Re  commend  at  ions  for 
the  Selection  of  Tenants,  contained  in  the  Third  Report  of  the 
Housing  Management  Committee  appointed  by  the  Minister  of  Health 
under  Section  135  of  the  Housing  Act,  193^j  have  not  been 
considered  (Circular  Welsh  Board  of  Health  31/49  of  11th  .April, 
1949)*  The  desirability  of  a complete  review  of  the  present 
points  systom  was  already  mentioned  in  the  Treasurer's  Report  of 
19th  January,  1950  and  in  a Memorandum  of  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  on  6th  October,  1950* 

On  the  24th  May,  1951  a Sub-Committee  was  convened  in  ordor 
to  discuss  the  Recommendations  but  as  no  Resolution  of  this 
Sub-Committee  appeared  in  the  Minutes  of  the  Council  the  position 
with  regard  to  the  Selection  of  Tenants  can  be  considered  as 
unchanged.  Points  for  Ill-Health  are  given  by  the  Rent  Collector 
and  not  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  it  bee  ones  at  once 
obvious  that  the  influence  of  bad  sanitary  circumstances  on  the 
vast  range  of  diseases  and  on  the  various  stages  of  a particular 
disease  cannot  possibly  be  assessed  by  a person  without  medical 
training.  The  points  awarded  for  disease  aro  therefore  arbitrary 
and  involve  necessarily  an  element  of  injustice  to  the  community. 
It  would  be  fair or  to  the  Public  if,  with  the  exception  of 
Tuberculosis,  no  points  for  disease  were  awarded  at  all,  ra.thor 
than  the  way  in  which  it  is  done  at  present  by  people  who  aro 
unqualified  to  do  so.  With  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  which  is  a 
chronic  infectious  disease  of  long  duration  the  maximum  points 
should  be  given  for  "open"  cases  in  ordor  to  "prevent  tho  spread 
of  Infection  and  removing  conditions  favourable  to  Infection" 
(Tuberculosis  Regulations,  1930j  Section  11,  paragraph  1)  - 
subsituted  by  tho  Tuberculosis  Regulations,  1952  on  1st  May,  195^* 

Re-housing  applications  aro  not  dealt  with  in  Committee  as 
advised  in  Soction  42,  part  1 of  the  Ro commendations,  while  the 
Selection  of  Tonamts  is  done  by  tho  'Ward  Members  of  the  Urban 
District  Council  belonging  to  the  Ward  in  which  tho  Applicant 
resides. 

In  the  Borough  of  Port  Talbot  the  Points-List  is  published 
and  therefore  available  to  tho  Gonoral  Public.  This  is  an 
exteromoly  fair  way  of  doaling  with  ro -housing  matters  and  in 
comploto  ngrooment  with  tho  Re c ommondat i oils  for  the  Selection  of 
Tenants  - Soction  28  - "Impartiality."  This  systom  has  not  been 
adopted  by  tho  Maos  tog  Urban  District  Council  whore  complaints 
»ith  rogards  to  re-housing  matters  are  peronniol  and  havo 
reached  occasionally  the  Welsh  Board  of  Health  and  the  County 
Medical  Officer.  As  far  as  can  bo  assessed  the  groatost  objection 
of  Applicants  against  tho  present  system  is  "that  thoy  do  not 
know  '.There  they  are"  and  a. s tho  housing  system  of  the  Borough 
of  Port  Talbot  has  proved  itself  satisfactory,  it  could  bo 
adopted  by  tho  Maostog  Urban  District  Council. 
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Tho  assessment  of  points  for  Sanitary  Defects  r.nd 
Overcrowding  are  dono  by  the  Treasurer's  Department  so  that  the 
Sanitary  Inspectors  and  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  have 
never  boon  given  an  active  part  in  Re-Housing  matters. 

During  the  year  1951  the  building  of  the  Turborvillc 
Housing  Estate  of  222  houses  has  noon  started  and  at  the  end  of 
tho  year  28  housos  had  boon  completed. 

With  regard  to  the  condition  of  tho  existing  houses,  little 
change  has  taken  place  during  tho  yoar  1951*  -As  already  pointed 
out,  the  great  age  of  many  houses  in  tho  District  requires  an 
over  increasing  amount  of  repair,  sometimes  beyond  the  financial 
capacity  of  their  owners.  Ov, Tiers  who  do  not  comply  with  tho 
Official  Notices  served  upon  them  under  the  various  public 
Health  and  Housing  Acts  are  brought  before  a Court  of  Summary 
Jurisdiction  with  littlo  dolay.  Tho  stoop  increase  in  wages  and 
prices  males  it  more  and  more  difficult  to  render  houses  fit  for 
human  habitation  "at  a.  reasonable  expense"  with  tho  result  that  if 
Section  11  of  tho  Housing  Act,  19 3 ^ wore  applied  rigidly  an 
increasing  amount  of  houses  will  have  to  bo  condemned. 

Rent  arrears  have  become  a.  growing  problem  in  tho  District 
and  compelled  the  Urban  District  Council  to  pursue  a more  rigid 
policy. 

Up  to  the  end  of  the  yoar  1951?  634  applications  for  now/ 

houses  in  the  Haosteg  Urban  District  have  boon  received  so  that 
the  prospect  with  regard  to  Overcrowding  will  undergo  little 
change. 

Circular  73/51  (Wales),  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government,  gives  Local  Authorities  power  with  the  consent  of 
tho  Minister  to  sell  housos  which  they  have  themselves  provided 
under  the  Housing  Acts  while  tho  Department  will  be  ready  to 
sanction  loans  to  enable  Local  Authorities  to  exercise  their 
statutory  powors  under  tho  Small  D -Tellings  Acquisition  Acts  and 
the  Housing  Acts. 

Elevon  loans  have  been  granted  under  those  Acts. 

As  tho  Cost  of  Repair  for  Council  Houses  has  put  an 
increasing  burden  on  the  Urban  District  as  it  has  done  on 
Private  Owners,  it  is  to  bo  hoped  that  the  encouragement  of 
House  Ownership  will  solvo  this  financial  problem  to  some  extent 
and  will  induce  the  now i Owner  a of  Council  Houses  to  keep  their 
property  in  a good  state  of  repair. 


■ 


' 

■ 

■ 


■ 


■ 


\ : 


- 


' 


COMMON  LODGING-  HOUSE 


In  my  Annuel  Report  for  tho  year  1948  the.  Department  pointed 
out  that  tho  conditions  in  tho  premises  from  a structural  and 
sanitary  point  of  viow  were  appalling;  that  they  were  unfit  for 
human  habitation  since  1941  and  that  there  was  gross  overcrowding 
in  the  apartments  lot  to  tho  throe  families  inhabiting  the  Lodging 
House,  togothor  with  an  average  of  15  lodgers. 

The  Common  Lodging  House  had  not  been  register od  since 
July  22nd,  1947  and  had  no  full-timo  Koepor.  My  predecessor  the 
late  Dr.  And or,  in  his  Roport  of  tho  29th  August,  1947,  wrote 

"Dospite  tho  Council's  Minute  No.  538  of  the  22nd  July,  1947? 
whero  an  application  for  Liconce  was  refused,  this  Lodging 
House  is  still  functioning.  Further  action  should  now  be 
considered.  " 

and  in  his  Roport  of  17th  October,  1947  !- 

"This  Building,  which  the  Council  rofusod  to  register  as  a 
Common  Lodging  House  is  still  carrying  out  the  functions  of 
a Common  Lodging  House  and  thus  not  conforming  with  - 


Section  236  of  tho  Public  Health  Act,  1936 
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Further,  this 
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functioning  as  a 

Common  Lodging  HousQ, 

is  not  conforming  to  the  Council's  Byelaws  on  Common 
Lodging  IIousos. 

I now  suggost  to  tho  Council  that  legal  action  under 
Sections  246  and  247  'the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  be 
now  taken. 

Whilst  awaiting  the  results  of  this  action,  it  is  also 
suggested  that  the  Council  also  take  action  under  Soctioms  83 
and  84  of  tho  Public  Health  Act,  1936.  ” 

TI10  Sanitary  Inspoctor  in  his  Roport  of  ^th  Juno,  1948 
recommended  - 

"In  order  that  I may  reach  some  finality  in  this  matter  I 
unhesitatingly  recommend  tho  following  : 

(1)  That  the  Owner  be  proceeded  against  forthwith  for 
using  unregistered  promises  as  a Common  Lodging  House. 

(2)  That  alternative  accommodation  bo  provided  by  tho 
Council  for  tho  under-mentioned  familios  now/  housed  at  the 
Common  Lodging  House,  follo\7od  by  immediate  action  to  close 
tho  promises  : 

Family  No.  1 - Mrs.  R.  Barnes  and  Family. 

" 2 - Mr.  Richard  Hayes  and  Family. 

" " 3 ~ Mr.  R.V.  Bosw/ell  and  Family.  " 

In  my  Own  Roport  of  2nd  December,  1949  I wrote  : 

"The  romarkable  feat  has  been  performod  that  in  spite  of  tho 
fact  that  the  Lodging  House  was  not  registered  it  functioned 
until  August,  1949,  a period  of  over  two  years  while  tho  fine 
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for  non-registration  is  £5  plus  £2  for  every  day  following 
non-registration.  Will  the  submission  of  plans  bo 
" deferred"  for  another  two  yoars  while  housing  probloms 
are  acute  and  threo  flats  could  bo  built  there?  ” 

In  fact  th©  Common  Lodging  House  wa3  closod  on 
1st  September,  1949  and  has  therefore  not  been  registered  for 
a period  of  77^  days.  This  matter  was  not  brought  before  a 
Court  of  Summary  Jurisdiction  whereas  Owners  of  Private  Proporty 
who  do  not  comply  with  the  various  Public  Health  and  Housing 
Acts  are  brought  bofore  the  Magistrate's  Court  with  little 
delay. 


% 


Although  the  Common  Lodging  House  was  closed  on 
1st  September,  1949,  the  three  families  mentioned  in  the  Report 
of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  of  5th  June,  1948  are  still  living 
there  in  condemned  property  and  in  dreadful  sanitary  conditions 
and  paying  rent  varying  from  8/-  to  9/“  per  week. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  reported  on  the  Common 
Lodging  House  on  s 

3rd  February,  1949 
25th  March,  1949 
21st  July,  1949 
2nd  December,  1949 
l6th  June,  1950 
22nd  September,  1950 
6th  October,  1950 
8th  June,  1951 

In  my  Report  of  3r^  February,  1949,  I pointed  out  that 
sanitary  conditions  were  such  that  2 lavatories  were  in  use  for 
the  35  inhabitants  of  the  Common  Lodging  House  which  included 
the  families  living  there,  while  in  my  Report  of  8th  Juno,  1951 
I mentioned  that  1 lavatory  in  a state  of  disropair  had  to  servo 
3 families  consisting  of  5 Adults  and  14  Children.  Throughout 
these  years  those  families  wore  frequently  forced  to  use  pans  as 
sanitary  conveniences  which  were  subsequently  emptied  into  the 
lavatories. 

In  the  year  1949  an  agreement  was  roachod  with  the  Oener 
to  re-build  the  premises  into  3 flats  and  the  Plans  wore  passed 
by  the  Town  & Country  Planning  Authorities  on  January  12th,  1950* 

At  the  end  of  the  yoar  1951  no  re-building  of  the  premia  os 
had  been  started  and  the  three  families  had  not  boon  ro-housod. 


DISINFESTATION 

During  tho  yoar,  approximately  40  verminous  promises 
(excluding  rats  and  mice)  were  disinfosted  and  the  results 
obtained  wore  satis  factory.  D.D.T,  and  Gamexano  were  used  in 

various  forms. 

The  Health  Department  is  notified  v.hon  a new  house  has 
boon  allocated  to  a tenant  and  tho  old  house  ana  furniture  aro 
inspected  before  the  tenant  takes  up  his  now  residence.  If 
required,  the  promises  and  furniture  are  sprayed  to  ensure  that 
no  infestation  is  carried  to  new  premises . Tho  number  of  now 
houses  fumigatod  bofore  the  tenants  occupiod  them  was  28. 
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HEALTH  SEW  ICES 


Since  the  inception  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act, 
1946,  from  the  3th  of  July,  1948,  the  Urban  District  has 
ceased  to  be  a Health  Authority  and  is  now  a Sanitary  .Authority 
only  concerned  with  Sanitation  and  Environmental  Hygiene,  All 
the  Health  Services  are  concentrated  under  the  County  Council 
with  a Divisional  Office  in  Bridgend.  The  following  services 
have,  therefore,  become  a County  Council  responsibility 

1.  Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children. 

2.  Domiciliary  Midwifery. 

3*  Health  Visiting. 

4.  Home  Nursing, 

3.  Vaccination  and  Immunisation. 

6.  Ambulance  Services. 

7 • Prevention  of  Illness;  Care  and  After-Care. 

8.  Domestic  Help  Service. 

9.  Duties  connected  with  Lunacy  and  Mental  Health. 

10.  Provision  of  Health  Centres. 

These  services  are  administered  through  the  Divisional 
Office,  County  Council  Offices,  Quarolla  Hoad,  Bridgond,  with  the 
exception  of  Lunacy,  Mental  Health  and  the  County  Anbulonce 
Service,  which  have  not  been  de-centralis ed. 

The  Hospitals  of  Mid-Glamorgan  are  administered  by  the 
Hegional  Hospital  Board  through  the  Mid-Glamorgan  Hospital 
Management  Committee  in  Neath.  The  Isolation  Hospital,  the 
Maternity  Home  and  the  General  Hospital  in  Maes  teg  have, 
therefore,  become  the  responsibility  of  the  Regional  Hospital 
Board  and  are  administered  through  the  Mid-Glamorgan  Hospital 
Management  Commit  too  with  a local  representation  in  the  Hospital 
House  Committee  which  sits  in  Maestog  periodically. 


(1)  SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICES 

The  Medical  Inspection  of  School  children  is  provided  by 
the  County  Council  who  have  also  established  Ophthalmic,  Dental 
and  Orthopaedic  Clinics.  The  various  age  groups  are  examined 
periodically  and  from  the  school  inspections  referred  to  the 
various  clinics  if  so  required. 

Cod  liver  oil  is  provided  for  cases  of  under-nutrition 
or  under-development.  In  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  special 
steps  are  taken  in  conjunction  with  the  School  Authorities  to 
exclude  all  scholars  who  have  been  in  contact  with  the  patient, 
protective  measures,  immunisation  and  isolation  are,  furthermore, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Health  Department. 
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(2) 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 


The  Glamorgan  County  Council  maintains  an  ante-natal 
clinic  every  Monday  afternoon  in  the  Maternity  and  Child  V/ elf  are 
Centre,  Church  Street,  Maesteg.  The  Regional  Hospital  Board 
provides,  in  addition,  ante-natal  clinics  attended  by  Local 
Practitioners  in  the  same  building. 

Child  Welfare  Clinics  are  held  every  Tuesday  morning 
and  afternoon,  -while,  in  addition,  clinics  are  held  fortnightly 
in  Trinity  Church,  Nantyffyllcn  on  Thursdays  and  in  the 
Spiritualist  Church,  Caerau,  on  Wednesdays. 

The  Maternity  Home  of  11  beds  is  under  the  administration 
of  the  Mid-Glamorgan  Hospital  Management  Committee  and  cases 
are  referred  to  this  institution  by  the  General  Practitioners 
of  the  town.  Other  cases  receive  their  ante-natal  care  in  the 
Maesteg  Ante-Natal  Centre  and  are  delivered  by  the  County 
Midwives  at  home  or  referred  to  the  Mid-Glamorgan  Hospital  for 
delivery,  abnormalities  or  emergencies.  All  Maternity  Bookings 
are  now  done  through  the  Maternity  and  Child  V/ elf  are  Centre  in 
Maesteg. 

The  Glamorgan  County  Council  also  provides  for  the  care 
and  treatment  of  deformed,  mentally  defective  and  handicapped 
children.  These  cases  are  selected  from  School  Medical 
Inspections  and  Child  V/ elf  are  Clinics  or  referred  by  General 
Practitioners.  In  Maesteg  a School  Glinic  is  provided  in 
Plasnewydd  School  for  Dental,  Orthopaedic  and  Refraction  cases. 
Illegitimate,  homeless  and  neglected  children  are  provided  for 
in  the  Cottage  Homes,  Bridgend,  and  through  the  V/ elf  are 
Authorities. 


(3)  TUBERCULOSIS 

Institutions  are  maintained  by  the  Welsh  Regional  Hospital 
Board  for  the  treatment  of  persons  suffering  from  Tuberculosis. 

A T.B.  Dispensary  is  held  in  the  M.  and  C.W.  Building,  Church 
Street.,  Maesteg,  on  Wednesday  and  Friday  mornings  of  each  week. 


(4)  NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 

Since  the  passing  of  this  Act  the  former  Public  Assistance 
Services  ceased  and  were  taken  over  by  the  National  Assistanco 
Board  under  the  Ministry  of  National  Insurance.  The  functions 
of  the  Relieving  Officers  have,  therefore,  been  discontinued 
and  replaced  by  the  Officers  of  the  National  Assistance  Board, 
two  of  whom  are  stationed  in  Maesteg,  with  a temporary  Office 
in  Church  Street,  Maesteg. 

As  under  the  National  Health  Insurance  everyone  is  now 
medically  insured,  the  medical  supervision  and  troatment  of 
necessitous  cases  has  become  the  responsibility  of  the  Medical 
Practitioner  or  the  Regional  Hospital  Board.  Other  classes  of 
necessitous  cases,  like  homeless,  abandoned  or  neglected 
individuals,  arc  the  responsibility  of  the  Welfare  Authorities. 


■ a ’i : . JZ  . 7 


(s) 


-o  • i , X . ' r :•  • - 

J • : . i;;  !{  r A ’!  • - • 

I . -a  • 

. •.  bS.lr  * - • ed&  ■ e'-fr'  >.c  A /:!. 

v ’ J . 

A vo  1 £ ,t>  -•  Xj  • ■ .:;j  . ■ ,.  . « ' . A • 

..  , - t . . ■ 

. • . A.  . 0 vr  : ' . 

f 

..  .■  : ' ’ . .A-  - "A 

. . ; . ..  / , : . ; • 1 v • : . o i . ■ a a t ov  <■. 

.7  • .•  > j ;v  -v. ' o *xod:  . - .1 

7.  ) • 7 A L j'  --  '0  , a Is  '■  > 'A  A 

. r.i  ■:  A . • 

. 

• • Ivorq  o&Ia  iioowoD  xd’nuoO  ®riT 

. ooiA:  vi  ' iX  o<A  X - vatAX:  D ....  " - 

' 

• . I . 

. 

r-  . . , . . ..  ' 

:3  . 


o-  . c; : . a? 


. 

# . . .. 

- • . 'A  .......  ..  . ..:  ■>-  •••»''  ’ 

. . ; , ' j;.r-->£.  ~M >1-1  i ',.  . . t'O  ro  -X 


‘ 

■ I . ■ ■ 



....  v _ . . ..  , 

. ■ J.  ■ > ■ -0  . -.  J •- 

. . . a.  • • , >"  - ' • 

v-  ■ ■ '-.o’  ..I  ’ sj.iV)  Hi  ■ ?.«t  V.  !'-W 

. -A-  . ;•  A • s»ri.3  t5c*‘Jir?rdt  ;.;.L,o.Xom; 

. ‘ i 

• A.1/"  :V  • . A • : ■ A • ••  i.  ‘ * 1-1  ' ' 'i-  ' 


-OK- 


(5) 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


The  Maesteg  Isolation  Hospital  is  administered  by  the 
Mid-Glamorgan  Hospital  Management  Committee  and  provides 
accommodation  for  18  patients. 


(6)  SMALLPOX 

Cases  of  suspected  or  confirmed  smallpox  in  South  Wales 
will,  in  future,  be  admitted  in  the  first  instance  to  Penrhys 
Hospital,  Rhondda.  This  Hospital  can  be  made  ready  to  admit 
patients  within  an  hour  from  the  time  of  notification.  Y/here 
the  Consultant  decides  that  a case  should  be  admitted  to  a 
Smallpox  Hospital  he  -will  arrange  directly  with  Penrhys  Hospital 
for  the  Hospital  to  be  made  ready  to  receive  the  patient. 

The  Cefn  Hirgoed  Isolation  Hospital  for  Smallpox  has  now 
been  made  available  for  the  Chronic  Sick  and  provides  accommodation 
for  18  patients  suffering  from  Chronic  Illness. 


(7)  GENERAL 

The  Maestog  General  Hospital  provides  accommodation  for  ^8 
patients  and  is  administered  by  the  Mid-Glamorgan  Hospital 
Management  Committee  on  the  same  linos  as  the  Maternity  and 
Isolation  Hospitals. 


( 8 ) V ACCI NATION  AND  IMMUNI S /II ON 

Tho  County  Council  does  not  provide  for  a Vaccination  Centre 
in  Maestog,  but  arrangements  can  bo  made  with  tho  Modical 
Practitioner  by  those  who  wish  themselves  or  thoir  childron 
vaccinated. 

An  Immunisation  Clinic  is  hold  fortnightly  on  Thursday 
mornings  in  the  M & CW  Centre,  Church  Street,  Maesteg,  whoro 
immunisations  are  performed  froe  of  chargo. 

Diphtheria  Anti-toxin  is  supplied  by  the  Divisional  Office 
in  Bridgend,  while  Vaccination  Lymph  can  be  obtaimod  from  tho 
Public  Health  Laboratory  in  Cardiff. 


(9) 


AMBULANCES 


The  Ambulance  Services  are  now  under  the  direction  of  the 
County  Council.  ALL  GALLS  for  the  Ambulance  Service  since  March 
15th,  1950,  are  dealt  with  via  the  Main  Station  at.  Aberkemfig 
(Telephone  Number  - Aberkemfig  303) > while  Sub-stations  have 
been  established  in  the  Maesteg  General  Hospital  and  in  Caerau. 
Requests  for  ambulances  not  required  until  the  next  day  are  met 
by  means  of  a certificate  signed  by  a doctor,  nurse  or  midwife 
and  handed  in  at  the  Local  Ambulance  Station  not  later  than 
8 p.m.  on  the  previous  day. 
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In  emergencies  or  ambulances  required  on  the  same  day, 
the  requests  are  made  by  telephone  to  Aberkemfig  and  the 
certificate  handed  to  the  ambulance  driver  when  conveying  the 
patient.  The  conveyance  of  Maternity  Cases  is  arranged  in 
the  same  manner.  In  cases  of  accidents  or  other  sudden 
emergencies  occurring  immediately  adjacent  to  an  ambul&mce 
sub-station,  drivers  have  boon  instructed  to  deal  with  the 
emergency  and  themselves  inform  the  Ambulance  Control  Station 
of  the  action  they  are  taking,  provided  an  ambulance  is 
available  in  the  sub-station  at  the  time  of  the  emergency. 


(10)  CLINICS  tm  TBE/fflENT  CEUTBES 


The  County  Council  provides  for  the  following  Clinics 


1.  Ante-Natal  . • . 

Monday  afternoon  ... 

Maestog 

2.  Child  Welfare  ... 

Tuesday  all  day  ... 

Maes  teg 

3.  Child  Welfare  ... 

Wednesday  afternoons  .. 
fortnightly 

Caerau 

4.  Child  V/ elf  are  ... 

Thursday  afternoons  . • 
fortnightly 

Nantyffyllon 

5.  School  Clinics  :- 

Orthopaedic  ... 

Third  Thursday  in  ... 
the  month 

Plasnewydd 

Refraction  ... 

Periodically  as  ... 

required 

Plaonewydd 

6.  Ante-Natal  and  .. 
Child  Welfare 

Monday  afternoons  ... 
fortnightly 

Calf  aria 
Chapel, 
Cwmf  elin 

7.  Diphtheria 

Immunis ation  ... 

Thursday  mornings  ... 
fortnightly 

Ma.esteg 

8.  Birth  Control  ... 

Friday  mornings  . • • 

monthly 

Port  Talbot 

Second  and  Fourth 
Monday  afternoons  of  . . 

Bridgend 

ea.ch  month 


The  Regional  Hospital  Board  provides  for  :- 


1.  Clinics  in  the  Maestog  General  Hospital  : 

Medical  ...  ...  Alternative  Tuesday  afternoons 

Alternative  Wednesday  mornings 


Surgical  . • • . . . 

Gynaecological  •• 
Ophthalmic  . . . . 


/Iternative  Friday  afternoons- 
Alternative  Thursday  afternoons 

/Iternative  Friday  afternoons 

Periodically 
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Alternative,  Monday  afternoons 
By  Appointment 


Dermatology  . • 
Paediatrics  • • 

Radiology  . • . 


Periodically 

Thursday  afternoons 
( once  monthly ) 

Daily 


2.  Ante-Natal  Clinics  for  General  Practitioners  in  relation  to 
the  Maternity  Homo  in  the  Child  Welfare  Centro,  Ma.es teg. 

3.  Chest  Clinics  on  Wednesday  and  Friday  mornings  in  the  Ma.esteg 
T.B.  Dispensary,  Child  Welfare  Centre,  Maestog. 

4.  VenoroaJL  Diseases  - V.D.  Clinic,  opposite  General  Station, 
Port  Talbot.  Treatment  is  free  and  confidential. 


a 

( 11 ) LABOR  AT  OEf  SERVI CES 

Bacteriological  and  Pathological  examinations  are  carried 
out  freo  of  charge  by  the  Emergency  Public  Health  La.bora.tory  at 
Cardiff.  Chemical  Analysis  is  undertalon  by  tho  Cardiff  and 
County  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  which  a charge  is  male. 

Samples  of  wator,  milk,  and  ice-cream  aro  sent  for  analysis 
from  time  to  time,  and  so  arc  specimen  of  swabs  requiring 
bacteriological  examination. 
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GENERAL  PUBLIC  HEALTH 


INFLUENZA  EPIDEMIC,  I95I 

This  Epidemic  which  affected  the  Urban  District  in  the 
beginning  of  the  year,  reached  it's  peak  in  the  weeks 
commencing  January  15th,  1951  until  the  week  commencing 
January  29th  and  began  to  subside  from  February  5th,  1951* 

The  Epidemic  was  generally  of  a mild  type,  the  disease 
starting  with  dramatic  suddenness,  lasting  for  about  a week  and 
then  disappearing  again  as  suddenly  as  it  started.  Many  patients 
were  not  incapacitated  at  all.  In  children  the  disease  was 
very  mild  with  few  complications  resulting.  In  the  older 
age-groups  and  especially  in  those  suffering  from  Debility, 

Chronic  Bronchitis  or  Pneumokoniosis,  the  disease  took  a very 
rapid  and  severe  course.  Pneumonia  developed  and  was  often 
fatal  in  24  hours  before  sulpha-drugs  or  antibiotics  could  have 
much  effect. 

The  clinical  form  presented  a picture  of  Rigor,  Vomiting, 
General  Toxaemia,  follov/ed  later  by  Bronchitis,  Pneumonia  and 
sometimes  Pleurisy.  The  Pneumonia  was  often  localized  in  the 
Left  Base.  Many  patients  complained  even  2 weeks  after  the 
attack  of  "feeling  very  tired." 

On  the  average  the  disease  lasted  one  week  and  it's  severity 
increased  with  the  age  of  the  individuals.  The  incidence  of  the 
disease  has  been  heavy  but  exact  figures  are  not  available  as  the 
local  National  Insurance  Office  does  not  maintain  records  of 
sickness  claims  made  in  respect  of  specific  ailments.  In 
Maesteg  the  School  Attendance  in  the  months  November,  December 
and  January  was  75*3$  against  83.1^  in  the  year  19 49-50* 

The  deaths  from  Pneumonia,  Influenza  and  Acute  Bronchitis 
consisted  of  6 males  and  9 fern, ales  in  the  period  4th  November, 

1950  until  3rd  February,  1951*  All  deaths  were  over  the  ago  of 

53* 


POLIOMYELITIS 

We  are  gratoful  to  be  able  to  report  that  no  cases  of 
Poliomyelitis  or  Polio-Encephalitis  occurred  in  the  Maesteg 
Urban  District  in  the  year  1951* 


NEW  FACTORIES,  EWENNY  ROAD,  MAESTEG 

The  four  factory  buildings  were  erected  between  1946  and 
1950  and  are  all  of  the  same  design  and  construction.  As  these 
buildings  have  been  specially  built  and  designed  for  factory 
accommodation  little  needs  to  be  said  about  the  construction 
and  facilities  of  the  premises,  heating  and  Lighting  are  of 
the  highest  order  while  a modern  Exhaust-system  ensured  an 
abundant  circulation  of  fresh  air.  Lavatories  and  Wash-ups  are 
provided  both  for  the  working  and  managerial  staffs  with  a 
supply  of  hot  and  cold  water. 
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The  Canteen  is  situated  in  a separate  building  equipped 
with  the  most  up-to-date  Cooking  Apparatus  and  Exhaust-system. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  these  factory  buildings  will  always 
remain  fully  occupied  as  it  is  difficult  to  imagine  promises 
better  suited  and  provided  with  more  comfort  for  manufacturing 
purposos  than  tho  buildings  in  Ewonny  Road. 


MARKET  HYGIENE 

In  spite  of  tho  Roport  of  Dr.  Kinsey  of  10th  January,  1947 
tho  Reports  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  5th  May  and  22nd 
September,  1950  and  the  Minute  Mo,  185  "Y/ator  Supply  - Mhesteg 
Market"  of  2.7th  Juno,  1950,  in  which  it  was  resolved  to  place 
water  points  at  the  bottom  of  the  Open  Market,  no  further  action 
has  been  tokon  to  implement  this  part  of  tho  Minute.  It  will, 
consequently,  bo  difficult  to  adhere  to  Part  II,  Paragraph  2; 
Paragraph  4,  Sections  c and  d;  to  Part  III,  Paragraph  ~], 

Section  b>;  Paragraph  9*  Section  a,  and  to  Part  III  Paragraph  10, 
of  the  new  Eye-Laws  for  Pood  Hygiene  adopted  by  the  Council  on 
January  10th,  1950* 

Tho  only  available  water  point  in  the  Open  Market  is 
situated  inside  tho  basement  of  tho  Council  Offices  in.  the 
furnace  room. 

On  tho  14th  Decombor,  1951*  the  Market  Yard  was  visited  by 
approximately  10,000  people  (Minute  908  of  18th  December,  1951)* 

In  the  year  1951  the  Market  Hall  has  been  white-washed  in 
a light  colour  and  tho  ceiling  ha„s  been  re-painted  together  with 
the  woodwork  of  doors  and  windows  and  the  pillars  supporting  the 
roof.  This  has  bean  a great  improvement.  The  stalls  have, 
however,  not  been  re-painted  yet  and  these  probably  need  most 
attention  os  they  are  in  a state  of  severe  neglect.  ( Ife -painting 
of  stalls  was  started  in  tho  month  of  March,  195^)  • 

Other  improvements  in  the  Market  suggested  are  the  supply  of 
Hot  Water,  the  improvement  of  the  Lighting  System  and  the  provision 
of  Special  Stalls  with  tiled  or  marble  display  slabs  for  the 
exclusive  salo  of  moat  and  fish.  An  improvement  in  the  lighting 
of  tho  Markot  Hall  would  undoubtedly  be  attained  if  the  present 
scattered  electric  lamps  were  re-placed  by  strip-lighting  from  the 
roof  in  tho  manner  this  has  been  dono  for  the  Council  Chamber. 

A propor  water  supply  for  the  Maostog  Markot  is  advisable  on 
tho  following  grounds  !- 

(1)  Epidemiological  potentialities  which  may  not  only 
affect  Maostog  but  in  addition  a large  area 
surrounding  the  Urban  District  as  the  Market  draws 

a population  from  such  distant  points  as  Port  Talbot, 
Bridgend,  Ogmoro  & Garw  and  all  tho  valleys  in  tho 
vicinity. 

(2)  Legal  complications  which  may  arise  if  Market 
Hygiene  lags  far  behind  the  hygiene  of  Private 
Shops  and  Trades. 

(3)  The  ever-changing  food  aspects  of  a Market  and 

the  fluctuation  in  the  sale  of  food  in  such  places. 
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(4)  The  new  Pood  Cleanliness  Campaign  pursued  all 
over  the  Country. 

(5)  The  adherence  to  the  new  Pood  Bye-Lavra  which 
came  into  force  on  31^  July,  1950* 


INDUSTRIAL  COURT  AWARD  NO.  2321  OP  7TH  MAI,  1951 

In  my  letter  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Urban  District  Council 
dated  24th  July,  1951*  the  consideration  of  this  Award  was 
brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Urban  District  Council  and 
reference  was  made  to  the  five  Circulars  issued  on  this  subject. 
The  consideration  of  the  Award  was  deferred  from  month  to  month 
until  in  Minute  No.  620  of  18th  October,  1951*  a Report  was 
requested  from  the  Clerk  of  the  Urban  District  Council.  The 
financial  implications  of  the  Award  were  reported  on  by  the 
Treasurer  on  l6th  October,  1951»  As  no  Report  from  the  Clerk 
appeared  and  the  consideration  of  the  Award  disappeared  from 
the.  Agenda  for  the  Finance  Committee  of  29th  November,  1951* 
the.  Medical  Officer  of  Health  brought  the  matter  for  the  second 
time  before  the  Council  in  his  communication  to  the  Clerk  of 
the  Urban  District  Council  of  26th  November,  1951*  This  letter 
was  ignored  as  it  was  not  mentioned  in  the  Council  Minutes  so 
that  the  matter  was  referred  to  the  British  Medical  Association. 
The  Award  was  subsequently  implemented  on  February  5'th,  195^* 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948,  PART  in,  SECTION  31 

" A Local  Authority  may  make  contributions  to  the  funds  of 
any  Voluntary  Organization  whose  activities  consist  of  or  include 
th©  provision  of  Recreation  or  Meals  for  the  Old  People.  ” 

At  the  end  of  the  year  1950  H was  felt  by  the  Divisional 
Office  in  Bridgend  that  too  much  time  of  Home  Helps  was 
required  for  "sitting  in"  in  order  to  keep  aged  or  chronic 
sick  people  company.  Due  to  shortage  of  Home  Helps  these  duties 
could  far  better  be  undertaken  by  Voluntary  Workers  and  it  was 
with  this  purpose  in  mind  that  Old  People’s  V/ elf  are  Committees 
were  being  created.  The  Divisional  Office  therefore  enquired 
whether  the  Maesteg  Urban  District  was  considering  tho  setting-up 
of  Old  People’s  Welfare  Committees. 

In  March,  1951*  it  had  been  ascertained  by  the  Divisional 
Office  that  tho  number  of  people  in  Maesteg  needing  '''sitters -in!’ 
was  not  more  than  half  a dozen  while  those  needing  meals 
counted  about  a dozen. 

Tho  problem,  therefore,  appeared  to  bo  very  small  and  did 
not  justify  a Special  Organization  to  foster  the  welfare  of  Aged 
and  Chronic  Sick.  This  Social  Service  could  bo  left  to  those 
Voluntary  Organizations  already  in  existence  and  which 
specialised  in  this  kind  of  Welfare  Work. 
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NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 
NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  (AMENDMENT)  ACT,  1951 
REMOV  AL  ON  PERSONS  IN  REED  ON  CARE  AND  ATTENTION 

Circular  37/51  (Wales)  of  the  Welsh  Board  of  Health  to  all 
Local  Authorities  dated  30bh  August,  1951*  with  regard  to  the 
mentioned  legislation  has  not  been  considered  by  the  Maesteg 
Urban  District  Council  during  the  year  1951* 


e-t 

§ 

t! 

M 

DEATHS,  1951 

Sex. 

Age 

Gause  of  Death 

N 

6 months 

la) 

Br  onch  o-Pneumonia 

to) 

Mohgolism 

M 

1 day 

la) 

Premature  Birth 

N 

1 hour 

la) 

Premature  Birth 

N 

2 days 

la) 

Cerebral  Injuries 

b) 

Long  Labour;  Occipito  Posterior 
Position;  Norceps  Delivery 

N 

1 month 

la) 

Broncho-Pneumonia 

N 

10  months 

la) 

Acute  Lobar  Pneumonia  following 
Bronchitis 

M 

1 day 

la) 

Atelectasis  Pulmomum 

M 

2 months 

la) 

Acute  Broncho-Pneumonia 

M 

1 day 

la) 

Prematurity 

N 

1 week. 

la) 

Convulsions 

to) 

Marasmus 

M 

3 months 

la) 

Cachexia 

b) 

Congenital  Malformation  of  Mouth 
and  Pace 

M 

1 month 

la) 

Spina  Bifida 

b) 

Hydrocephalus 

N 

1 day 

la) 

Atelectasis  - Congenital* 

M 

1 hour 

la) 

Congenital  Deformity  of  Head,  Neet 
and  Arms* 

N 

3 months 

la) 

Convulsions  as  a result  of  Acute 
Enteritis 

M 

10  hours 

la) 

Pulmonary  Oedema 

b) 

Inhalation  of  Liquor  Amrdi 

II) 

Prematurity 

M 

3 days 

la) 

Prematurity 

M 

1 day 

la) 

Prematurity  and  Retarded  Development 
( One  of  Twins ) 

M 

1 dcy 

la) 

Prematurity  and  Retarded  Development 
(One  of  Twins) 

Total  Number 

of  Deaths  * * . 19 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM 

There  were  no  cases  Notified  during  the  year  and  therefore 
none  requiring  treatment. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936  - SECTION  176 
POWER  OP  LOCAL  AUTHORITY  IN  RESPECT  OP  THE 
PREVENTION  AND  TREATMENT  OP 
BLINDNESS 

All  arrangements  under  this  Section  are  undertaken  by  the 
Glamorgan  County  Council. 


MASS  RADIOGRAHiY 


The  Mans  Radiography  Unit  of  the  Welsh  Regional  Hospital 
Board  visited  Maes  teg  in  the  month  of  July  of  the  reporting 
year. 


In  this  Survey  a total  of  3*254  individuals  in  the 
general  population  was  examined,  against  a total  of  2,627  in 
the  year  1949.  I am  exceedingly  grateful  that  so  many  people 
have  taken  advantage  of  this  2-y early  Survey  which  is  of 
paramount  importance  in  Preventive  Medicine.  The  procedure 
was  much  simplified  on  this  occasion  as  it  was  no  longer 
necessary  to  distribute  forms  to  individual  schools  and  various 
social  centres,  while  posters  displayed  on  hoardings  in  the 
District  together  with  the  very  active  Public  Address  Equipment 
of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  ensured  satisfactory  propaganda 
which  has  been  so  successful,  that  in  the  year  1951*  627  more 
individuals  were  X-Rayed  than  in  1949.  If  we  further  take  into 
consideration  that  the  Mass  X-Ray  was  here  during  the  Miners* 
Holiday  and  the  School  Holidays,  the  Service  has  booked  a very 
great  success  indeed.  A further  simplification  in  the  Service 
was  achieved  by  the  fact  that  it  was  no  longer  necessary  for 
people  to  strip  to  the  waist.  This,  I am  sure,  has  been  of 
the  greatest  convenience  and  has,  in  no  small  measure, 
contributed  to  the  success  of  the  Survey. 

Table  I gives  the  total  number  of  individuals  X-Rayed, 
divided  in  age  groups  and  the  percentage  of  abnormalities 
found. 


Table  II  gives  a detailed  list  of  ’Other  Abnormalities  * 
excluding  Tuberculosis. 

Once  again  the  Service  has  done  excellent  work  and  I 
wish  to  express  my  gratitude  both  to  the  Public  in  Maesteg 
and  to  the  Radiography  Service  for  having  contributed  so  greatly 
and  spontaneously  to  the  success  of  the  Survey,  the  advantage 
of  which,  from  the  point  of  view  of  Health,  cannot  be  equalled. 
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ANALYSIS  IN  AGE  GR0UI5  - GMSBAL  POPULATION 


II 


DETAILS  OP  'OTHER  ABNQ5MALITIES » 


Male 

Female 

T ot  al 

Pneum  okoni  os  i s 

• • • 

329 

- 

329 

Silico-Tuborculosis 

• • • 

2 

- 

2 

Healed  Post-Primary  P.T. 

• • • 

18 

10 

28 

Acquired  Heart  Disease 

• • • 

8 

18 

26 

Pleural  Thickening 

• • • 

10 

7 

17 

Bronchitis  & Emphysema 

• It 

11 

4 

13 

Bony  Abnormality 

• • • 

9 

5 

14 

Pulmonary  Fibrosis 

• • • 

9 

2 

11 

Healed  Primary  P.T. 

• • • 

8 

2 

10 

Bronchiectasis 

• • • 

1 

2 

3 

Basal  Fibrosis 

• • • 

3 

- 

3 

Calcified  cyst 

• • • 

1 

1 

2 

Pneumonitis 

• • • 

1 

- 

1 

Congenital  Heart  Disease 

• • • 

1 

- 

1 

Substernal  Thyroid 

• • • 

- 

1 

1 

Totals 

• • • 

411 

52- 

463 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


In  the  course  of  the  year,  the  number  of  Notifications  of 
Tuberculosis  (Pulmonary  and  other  forms)  received,  was  Jl, 

This  figure  shows  a decrease  of  7 on  the  previous  year. 

The  number  of  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  notified 
during  the  year  was  8 males  and  l6  females • Non-Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  3 scales  and  4 females. 

The  d eat  Its  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  11.  There 
were  no  deaths  from  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis. 

The  distribution  of  the  Notifications  and  Deaths  is  as 
follows 


WARD 

Caerau  ... 

Nantyffyllon  ... 
East  ... 

West 


PULMONARY  NON-PULMONARY 


12 

5 

3 

4 


2 

2 

1 

2 


DEATHS 
( PULMONARY ) 

4 

3 

1 

3 


T otal  ...  24  7 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  after  death  removals,  cures, 
altered  diagnosis,  and  transfers  had  been  adjusted,  there  were 
203  cases  on  the  Register,  made  up  as  follows 

PULMONARY  NON-PULMONARY 

69  23 

82  27 

131  32 


Males 

Females 


Total 


No  special  provision  is  made  by  the  Council  for  the 
treatment  of  Tuberculosis.  This  is  left  to  the  Medical 
Practitioner  in  attendance  who,  either  directly  or  through 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  obtains  the  assistance  of 
the  Welsh  Regional  Hospital  Board. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936  - SECTION  172. 

No  action  was  taken  by  the  Council  under  this  Section 
during  the  year  1931* 
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TUBERCULOSIS  - 1951 
PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS  NOTIFICATIONS 
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NON-PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS  NOTIFICATIONS 
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TUBERCULOSIS  RE-HOUSING 


In  the  .Annual  Report  for  1950  a*1 2 3  outline  has  been  given 
of  the  day-to-day  administration  of  applications  on  Tuberculous 
grounds  and  the  purpose  of  introduo  ing  a Tuberculosis  Re-Housing 
Register  was  the  ascertainment  of  the  most  urgent  and  necessitous 
cases  from  an  infectious  point  of  view. 

Tuberculosis  is  causing  most  harm  to  the  community  by 
attacking  the  younger  and  most  productive  age  groups.  In  the  age 
group  15“50  the  annual  mortality  far  exceeds  deaths  caused  by  any 
other  diseases.  Prom  a prediction  of  the  Royal  Commission  on 
Population  (1949),  it  would  seem  that  this  severe  and  recurrent 
loss  may  become  even  greater.  The  number  of  young  adults,  aged 
15-40,  is  likely  to  decline  by  1,400,000  in  tho  next,  15  years, 
while  90 f of  the  total  Tuberculosis  Mortality  together  with  a 
vast  amount  of  morbidity,  is  due  to  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

It  is,  therefore,  of  paramount  importance  that  this  disease  should' 
be  held  in  check  and  the  spread  of  infection  prevented  in  every 
possible  way.  In  England  and  Woles  there  were,  in  19 51* 
x approximately  49,400  Notifications  of  Tuberculosis  and  34,120 

beds  availa.ble  for  treatment,  while  the  waiting  list  for  .admission 
to  Sanatoria  in  England  and  Wales  alone  was  ~J9000. 

Lack  of  accommodation  in  Sanatoria,  has  made  the  segregation 
of  infectious  cases  more  and  more  difficult  and  as  Tuborculosis  is, 
at  prosont,  the  greatest  problom  in  Preventive  Medicine  (some  265 
deaths  per  woek  resulting  from  Tuberculosis  in  England  and  Wales), 
the  modern  view  held  is  that  those  cases  who  have  had  the  chance 
of  recovery  in  a Sanatorium  should,  at  all  cost,  be  prevented  from 
breaking  down  again  by  giving  them  good  sanitary  conditions  to  live 
in  after  discharge.  It  has  consequently  become  more  difficult,  if 
not  impossible,  to  bring  into  operation  the  - 

Public  Health  Act,  193^?  Section  172. 

The  principle  of  giving  special  consideration  to  Tuberculosis 
cases  was  adopted  by  the  Maesteg  Council  on  July  13th,  1950>  when 
it  was  resolved  that  one  patient  in  each  W ard  should  be  re-housed 
for  every  64  houses  in  the  Turberville  Estate.  This  consideration 
was  long  overdue  as  in  my  Reports  of  7th  November,  1949  and 
5th  December,  1949  to  the  Chairman  & Members  of  tho  Housing 
Committee,  I havo  pointed  out  that  the  ro-housing  of  Tuberculosis 
cases  was  unsatisfactory  and  a re-considoration  of  this  problem 
imminent,  while  the  great  confusion  has  been  fully  exposed, 
resulting  from  the  absence  of  a Tuberculosis  Re-Housing  Register. 

During  tho  year  the  difficulty  arose  that  the  basis  on  which 
the  Tuborculosis  Rogistor  was  built,  was  being  removed  if  no 
Inf ormation  with  regard  to  Tuberculous  Applicants  was  supplied  to 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  by  tho  Treasurer  ’s  Department. 
Consequently  the  Modical  Officer  of  Health  would  not  be  able  to 
function  under  the  following  legislation  r- 

(1)  Sanitary  Officers  (Outside  London)  Regulations,  1935 
Section  17,  paragraphs  1 and  2 

(2)  Tuberculosis  Regulations,  1930>  Soction  11,  paragraph  1 
Substituted  by  tho  Tuborculosis  Regulations,  1952 

on  1st  May,  1952 

(3)  Tuberculosis  Regulations,  1930>  Soction  12,  paragraph  1 
Substituted  by  tho  Tuborculosis  Regulations,  1952 

on  1st  May,  1952 
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This  matter  was  made  the  subject  of  a Special  Report  on 
22nd  November,  1951  &ud  the  state  of  affairs  subsequently 
corrected. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  a further  difficulty  arose  as  the 
4 cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  recommended  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  in  March,  1951  hud  not  been  re-housed,  with 
the  exception  of  No.  2 (see  below).  As  only  4 Tuberculosis 
cases  in  every  64  applicants  for  houses  are  being  re-housed,  a 
careful  selection  has  to  be  made. 

Environmental  Forms  are  sent  by  the  Divisional  Medical  Officer 
to  District  Medical  Officers  under  the  Tuberculosis  Regulations, 

1930  (Substituted  by  the  Tuberculosis  Regulations,  1952),  for 
the  Prevention  of  Tuberculosis.  If,  after  the  careful  selection 
from  the  Tuberculosis  Re-Housing  Register  and  a personal  check-up 
by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  his  recommendations  are  ignored, 
it  would  serve  no  useful  purpose  to  receive  Environmental  Forms 
under  those  Regulations.  The  greater  part  of  the  work  of  Health 
Visitors  in  ascertaining  overcrowding,  otc.,  would  be  lost,  while 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  would  be  unable  to  function  under  i- 

(1)  Tuberculosis  Regulations,  1930,  Section  11, 
paragraph  1 

Substituted  by  the  Tuberculosis  Regulations,  1952 
on  1st  May,  1952 

(2)  Tuberculosis  Regulations,  1930,  Section  12, 
paragraph  1 

Substituted  by  the  Tuberculosis  Regulations,  1952 
on  1st  May,  1952 

Neither  arc  ro-housing  matters  dealt  with  in  Committee  as 
recommended  in  Circular  3V^9  of  the  Welsh  Board  of  Health,  dated 
11th  April,  1949  with  regard  to  the  Selection  of  Tenants, 
so  that  no  re-housing  discussions  are  taking  place.  In  Committee 
the  medical  and  financial  background  of  such  patients  should  bo 
fully  discussed  and  every  possible  cid  given. 

The  Tuberculosis  Re-Housing  Register  in  the  beginning  of 
the  year  1952,  counted  17  applicants  suffering  from  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis;  3 cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  re-housed 
in  the  year  1951,  while  in  my  Report  of  Jth  December,  1949  to  the 
Maesteg  Urban  District  Council  I have  pointed  out  that  7 cases 
of  Tuberculosis  were  re-housed  in  the  period  1942  - 1949*  If  the 
rate  of  3 cases  per  year  were  continued  it  will  take  approximately 
6 years  to  clear  the  present  list,  irrespective  of  other  forms  of 
Tuberculosis  and  new  names  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  added  to  the 
list  in  the  year  1952* 

In  my  Special  Report  of  22nd  November,  1951,  which  was 
ignored,  as  no  Minute  was  rocordod  on  the  matter,  I requested  the 
transfer  of  the  administration  of  Tuberculosis  applicants  to  the 
Health  Department.  This  would  involve  a transfer  of  soy  about 
23  names  in  a total  of  634  applicants  for  houses  which,  in  our 
opinion,  can  involve  no  difficulties  whatsoever. 

RECOMMEND  AC  I ONS  OF  19TH  MARSH.  19*51 

Case  No.  1 : Three  mombors  affected  with  Tuberculosis. 

Caorau  Mother  died  recently.  One  boy  ago  4 and  one  boy 

ago  3 admitted  to  Sanatorium.  Sanitary  circumstances 
very  bad.  Dato  of  application  30th  July,  1949* 
Certificate  to  hand.  (Family  left  district  in 
November,  1951)* 
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Cog  o No.  2 ; 
NamtyffVllon 


Case  No.  3 : 
Maos  tog 


Case  No.  4 : 
Maes teg 


Pationt  age  4.  Discharged  from  Sanatorium. 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.  Date  of  application 
17th  November,  1947.  No  Certificate  to 
hand  yet.  House  personally  inspected. 

Family  lives  in  basement.  Husband,  wife  and 
4 children  sloop  in  same  bodroom.  Sanitary 
circumstances  very  bad  (Bo-housed  15th 
Decombor,  1951)  • 

Patient  age  10.  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

Date  of  application  25th  October,  1946. 
Certificate  to  hand.  Is  the  only  Tuberculosis 
patient  in  the  East  Ward  (Ceased  to  be  an 
applicant  in  1952 ) • 

Patient  age  30.  Sub-tenant.  Discharged  from 
Sanatorium.  Date  of  application  27th  August, 
1948.  Certificate  to  hand.  Tenant  is  very 
keen  to  have  him  re-housed  as  there  are 
children  in  the  Tenant’s  family.  Cpurrty 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  been  informed 
by  Tenant  and  been  asked  to  provide  a house 
(Patient  died  6th  May,  1952  and  in  spite  of 
2 certificates  of  his  own  Doctor,  2 certificates 
from  the  Tuberculosis  Officer,  2 recommendations 
of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  2 letters 
of  Inquiry  of  the  County  Medical  Officer,  was 
noc,  re-housed.  Patient  left,  his  sick  bed  on 
9th  January,  1952  to  plead  the  County  Medical 
Officer  for  a house.  Three  children  were 
exposed  to  Tuberculous  Infection  in  this  place 
where  the  patient  was  a lodger  while  instead  of 
him,  a Tuberculous  patient  was  re-housed  who 
lived  in  her  own  house  in  excellent  sanitary 
conditions  and  with  no  evidence  of  overcrowding). 
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SUMMARY  OF  THE  WORK  OF  THE 
SANITARY  DEPARTMENT  DURING  THE  YEAR  195I 


INSPECTIONS 


Water  Supply  .... 

Drainage  .... 

S tables  and  Piggeries  ... 

Offensive  Trades  .... 

Factories  and  Workshops  . 

Bakehouses  ....  , 

Public  Conveniences  .... 

Theatres , etc.  ....  , 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

Rats  and  Mico  ....  , 

Inspections  of  Houses  under  Publ 
and  Housing  Acts  ...  , 

Overcrowding  ....  . 

V erminous  Premis  os  ....  . 

Infectious  Diseases  ....  . 

Inspection  of  Food  Shops  . 

Dairies  ....  . 

Ice-Cream  Premis os  ....  0 

Slaughterhouses  •••• 

Fried  Fish  Shops  ....  • 


Health 


• • • • • • 


240 

69 

11 

38 

68 

46 
12 

47 

31 

1,134 

30 

20 

18 

330 

24 

57 

375 

38 
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BENT  & MORTGAGE  INTEREST  RESTRICTIONS 
ACTS,  1920  TO  1933  : 

During  the  year  under  review,  2 Rent  Certificates  were 
is  sued. 


NOTICES  SERVED  : 

During  the  year,  98  Abatement  Notices  under  Section  93 
of  the  Public  Health  Act,  193&*  were  served. 


32  Notices  under  Section  138,  Public  Health  Act,  1936 
and  Section  30,  Water  Act,  1943,  were  served,  to  provide 
dwellings  with  a sufficient  supply  of  water. 


The  following  Notices  were  served,  in  addition,  under 
various  Sections  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  193&  and  the  Housing 
) Act,  1936  *- 


ACT  NO,  OF  NOTICES 

SERVED 


Public  Health  Act,  193&  S- 

Section  39 (i) ( °)  ......  6 

Section  58  1 

Housing  Act,  193&  !“ 

Section  11  (Time  & Place)  1 

Section  11  (Danolition  Order)  ••  1 


) 

PROCEEDINGS  : 

Arising  from  the  Abatement  Notices  served  under 
Section  93»  Public  Health  Act,  193^>  Court  Proceedings  Y/ere 
instituted  against  property  owners  for  failure  to  abate 
nuisances,  etc.,  from  structural,  and  sanitary  defects,  in 
respect  of  36  properties. 

Court  Orders  were  made  for  the  repairs  to  be  carried 
out  in  respect  of  10  properties. 


-39- 


£■  01  . . v 0 ; • 

: (X9J.  0Y  r ..  . 


Q : I ",  ■>..  I 


' :f  tmloIiltiB  £i  rfXxw  agp^XXewfo 


■ - ' ’ • AT 

. 

■ -i  •.  X r+tA 


. 


if  tii. 


• rHL- 


' 


~i  X i ..  irwo  i 
. 


C -t'.  ■'  I Y H r 


FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  & 1948 


• • 


1 


§ 


1 


Ci\SE3  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


) 


I 

C\J 


I 


outvobk  (sections  no  & in) 


SUPERVISION  OP  MILK  DISTRIBUTION 


POOD  & DRUGS  (MILK,  DAIRIES  & ARTIFICIAL  CREAM)  ACT,  1950 


During  the  year,  42  samples  of  heat-treated  and 
pasteurised  milk  were  submitted  to  the  laboratory  for 
bacteriological  examination  and  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

21  samples  of  ungraded  milk  were  submitted  for 
examination  and  17  were  satisfactory. 

20  samples  taken  for  the  presence  of  Tubercle  Bacilli 
were  satisfactory,  no  Tubercle  Bacilli  being  present. 


THE  MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATION) 

) (PASTEURISED  & STERILISED  MILK)  REGULATIONS,  I949 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  above  Regulations,  12, 
Dealer’s  Licences  to  sell  milk  as  "Pasteurised"  were  issued 
within  the  Council’s  Are  a. 


ICE-CREAM 

THE  POOD  & DRUGS  ACT,  1938  (SECTIONS  13,  14  & 37) 

THE  ICE-CREAM  (HEAT  TREATMENT,  ETC)  REGULATIONS,. 

1947  TO  1931 

8 business  premises  were  registered  under  the  Pood 
& Drugs  Act,  1938,  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream  in  the  Urban  Area 
during  1951.  8 t$J0  of  samples  submitted  to  the  Laboratory  for 

bacteriological  examination  and  chemical  analysis  during  1951 
was  satisfactory. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  51  business  premises  in  the 
Area  were  on  tho  Department’s  Register  as  registered  under  the 
Act  for  the  sale  or  manufacture  of  ice-cream. 

All  manufacturers  locally  complied  with  the  Heat  Treatment, 
etc..  Regulations,  1947* 
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THE  POOD  & DRUGS  ACTS,  1938-1950 


We  are  indebted  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  for  the 
following  summary  of  articles  sampled  by  the  County  Sanitary 
Inspectors  during  the  year  :- 


Milk  120 

Cake  PI our  Mixture  3 

Canned  Spaghetti  1 

T apioca  Plake  5 

Sponge  Mixture  4 

Cake,  Sponge  & Pudding  Mixture  1 

Coffee  1 

Macaroni  3 

Blancmange  1 

Butter  3 

Cooking  Pat  1 

Jelly  1 

) Self  Raising  Plour  5 

Ghees e 2 

Currants  1 

Cornflour  3 

Yorkshire  Pudding  & Pancake  Mixture  1 

Boiled  Sweets  1 

Sultanas  1 

Custard  Powder  2 

Sauce  4 

Semolina  1 

Vinegar  1 

Orange  Squash  1 

Tinned  Peas  1 

Tinned  Soup  1 

Vegetable  Salad  1 

Mustard  1 

Coconut  Mixture  1 

Bovril  1 

Jam  1 

\ Ice-Cream  3 

Sage  & Onion  Stuffing  1 

Pickled  Onions  1 

Mince  Meat  1 

Baking  Powder  1 

Sandwich  Spread  1 

Gelatine  1 

Almond  Paste  1 

Sage  Pudding  1 

Pudding  Mixture  1 


T otal  ....  186 


One  sample  of  Ice-Cream  was  found  to  be  deficient  in  fat 
and  prosecution  was  instituted  against  the  offender;  this 
resulted  in  a fine  of  £1  plus  14/-  Analyst’s  fee. 


k 


. 


. 


■ 
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SLAUGHTERHOUSES 


Slaughtering,  since  April,  1940,  has  been  carried  out  in 
the  Slaughterhouse  at  Bridgend  Road,  Maesteg,  The  Slaughterhouse 
is  under  the  Management  of  the  Ministry  of  Pood.  The  main 
renovations,  extensions  and  repairs  were  completed  in  the  yea r 
1950  and  only  some  small  items  were  outstanding.  The  most 
important  of  these  is  a sufficient  Water  Pressure  in  the  Taps  of 
the  Slaughterhouse.  A new  Water  Tank  was  built  in  the  Re  of  of 
the  Slaughterhouse  in  the  year  1950  but  due  to  a Feeding-pipe  of 
insufficient  diameter,  the  tank  is  soon  emptied  with  a subsequent 
severe  fall  in  the  water  pressure  of  the  Taps.  These  findings 
were  communicated  by  me  to  the  Area  Slaughterhouse  /gent  on  the 
10th  of  January,  1951* 

A further  need  was  felt  for  the  provision  of  new  Slop 
Basins  in  the  Slaughterhouse  and  the  Inspection  Room.  The  Area 
Slaughterhouse  Agent  informed  us  at  the  end  of  the  year  that  the 
Ministry  of  Works  had  been  approached  about  these  matters  but  no 
improvements  have  been  carried  out  during  the  reporting  year. 

> CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 


Cattle 

including 

Cows  Calves 

Sheep 

& 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

1229 

592 

6137 

194 

Number  inspected  ... 

1229 

592 

6030 

194 

ALL  DISEASES  EXCEPT 
TUBERCULOSIS 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

4 

14 

| 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

496 

or  organ  was  condemned 

- 

580 

3 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis  

i 

40 

9.8 

1.5 

j 

TUBERCULOSIS  ONLY 

! 

Whole  Carcases  condemned 

8 

- 

- 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

or  organ  was  condemned 

115 

- 

— 

— 

j 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis  

10 

0.5 

SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1933 


9 Licences  were  issued  to  Slaughtermen  during'  the  year 
authorising  them  to  slaughter  animals  under  the  Ant  and  the 
provisions  of  the  Act  regarding  the  humane  slaughter  of  animals, 
including  sheep  and  lambs,  were  carried  out. 


-44- 


. 

' 

" 


. 


. - 

t 

...  .V . 

' 

...  ;•  ' • 


■ 

. 


SUMMARY  OF  THE  MEAT  /ED  OTHER  FOODS 
CONDEMNED  IN  THE  YEAR  ENDED 
DECEMBER  3IST,  1951 


Description.  Reason  for 

C ondemnati  on . 


Approximate 

Weight 

lbs. 


8 

Bovine  Carcases 

Tuberculosis 

4168 

11 

Part  Bovine  Carcases 

Tuberculosis 

2277 

4 

Bovine  Carcases 

Casualties  & Emaciation 

1407 

65 

11  Heads 

Tuberculosis 

650 

76 

" Lungs 

Tuberculosis 

380 

462 

" Livers 

Parasitic  Diseases 

4620 

75 

" Lungs 

Parasitic  Diseases 

375 

Beef 

Bone -taint  & Bruised 

627 

373 

Sheep  Plucks 

Parasitic  Diseases 

786 

574 

Sheep  Livers 

Parasitic  Diseases 

574 

14 

" Carcases 

Parasitic  Diseases  & Emaciation 

472 

1 

Pig  Carcase 

Tuberculosis 

53 

2 

” Plucks 

Parasitic  Diseases 

6 

3 

*’  Livers 

Parasitic  Diseases 

6 

Total  16,401 


Other  Foods  : 


Preserved  Meat 

Decomposition  & Blown 

1064 

M Fruit  & Vqg. 

Decomposition  & Blown 

610 

" Milk 

Decomposition  & Blown 

110 

Che  os  e 

Mould 

35 

Butter 

Ehncid 

36 

Misc.  Preserved  Food 

Decomposition  & Blown 

80 

Wet  Fish 

Dec  ompos  iti  on 

264 

Dry  Fish 

D oc  ornp  os  iti  on 

464 

Flour,  etc. 

Mite  Infestation 

75 

Bacon 

D ecompos iti on 

ill 

Total  2,849 


Eggs  Decomposition  60  dozen 
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CONTBOL  OVEE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


For  epidomiological  investigation,  and  record,  premises 
where  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  occur  are  visited  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspectors.  The  taking  of  swabs  and  immunisation  of 
all  contacts  is  undertaken  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Certain  cases  are  removed  to  the  Macstog  Isolation  Hospital 
or,  alternatively,  for  the  most  suitable  isolation  of  the  patient 
possible. 

When  the  patient  is  removed  to  hospital,  infected  roans  are 
disinfected  immediately  afterwards  and  when  the  cose  is  isolated 
at  home  this  is  done  after  termination  of  the  illness.  If  found 
necessary,  infected  clothing,  bedding,  etc.,  are  removed  and 
steam-disinfected  at  the  Isolation  Hospital. 


BODENT  CONTBOL 


During  the  year  1951,  two  complete  maintenance  treatments  of 
the  Council ’s  Sewers  were  carried  out. 

The  degree  of  sewer  infestation  in  tho  /re a is  fairly  low. 

The  following  Table  gives  an  indication  of  the  state  of 
infestation  in  the  Urban  District  for  1951  •“ 


Type 

of 

Property 

No.  of 

Properties 

Inspected 

following 

Complaints 

No.  of 
Properties 
Inspected 
Otherwise 

No.  of  Properties 
in  which 
Infestation  was 
discovered 

No.  of 
Inspections 

Local 

Authority  h 
Property 

10 

10 

35 

Dwellings 

101 

- 

70 

240 

Business 

Premises 

14 

- 

4 

35 

Agriculture 

Property 

al 

20 

- 

20 
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MU  SMJQR  WORKS,  M/ESTEG  & PENYBONT 


On  the  17th  December,  1951#  I inspected  the  new  Maesteg 
and  Penybont  Swage  Works  which  axe  being  constructed  in  the 
Garth  Area  along  the  River  Llynfi.  Roughly  these  new*  Sewage 
Works  consist  of  a system  of  9 Sedimontation  Tanks.  The  first 
4 Tanks,  situated  in  Garth,  will  be  re-built  from  4 Old 
Sedimentation  Tanks  122.* 6"  x.  15* 6”  in  size  and  which  are  at 
present  boing  excavated.  They  act  as  a Storm  Overflow.  The  crude 
sewage  from  the  Llynfi  Valley  flows  past  those  4 Tanks  and  is 
piped  to  the  next  5 Sedimentation  Tanks  in  KLangynwyd,  where  further 
sedimentation  takes  place  after  the  water  has  first  passed  through 
Detritus  Channels  and  Comminutors.  Prom  theso  5 Sedimontation 
Tanks  tho  water  is  distributed  over  Contact  Bods  with  a system  of 
Dosing  Chambers  and  Crossot  Sprinklers  and  hero  tho  actual 
purification  of  tho  sowago  takes  place  by  bacterial  action.  Further 
diversion  in  Humus  Tanks  and  Sludge  Lagoons  completes  tho 
sower-purification  after  which  tho  water  joins  tho  Rivor  Llynfi. 

The  Storm  Overflow  is  a separate  system  which  consists  of  0. 
serios  of  Overflows  along  tho  Llynfi  Valley.  Each  overflow 
dischargos  directly  into  tho  river  after  tho  water  in  it  has  roached 
a certain  height.  The  normal  flow  in  this  system  joins  tho  Sewage 
Works  and  ontors  at  tho  first  system  of  4 Sedimentation  Tanks. 

Tho  sowago  from  the  Penybont  Area  discharges  at  present  into 
a much  smaller  system  of  Sodimontation  Tanks  and  Contact  Bods  and 
flows  from  horo  directly  into  the  River  Llynfi.  This  sewage  in  the 
new  plant  will  bo  diverted  on  to  the  main  sewage  flow  before  it  enters 
the  second  system  of  Sedimentation  Tanks. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  state  of  progress  in  the  building 
of  the  new  Sewage  Works  consisted  of  the  preparation  of  the  site  and 
the  excavation  of  the  old  Sedimentation  Tanks,  two  of  which  are 
almost  empty.  Part  of  the  pipes,  delivery  of  which  has  been  the 
greatest  handicap  in  the  progress  of  building,  have  now  been  delivered 
but  the  completion  of  the  Works  will  at  least  take  two  y earns. 


REFUSE  DISPOSAL  AND  SCAVENGING 


In  the  year  1951  Refuse  collected  through  the  Urban  Area  is 
still  used  for  the  Reclamation  of  Land  and  the  areas  concerned  ore 
the  Golf  Links,  near  Mount  Pleasant,  Neath  Road  and  an  an  area  above 
Duffryn  Farm,  Caorau.  Forty  cubic  yards  aro  disposed  of  in  this 
way  daily , 

Refuse  is  collected  daily  by  Motor  Lorries  and  tho  position 
in  Refuse  Collection  has  remained  unchanged.  No  difficulties  in 
manpower  wore  oxperioncod  for  this  service  during  the  year. 

A great  stop  forward  has  been  made  in  providing  tho  now  houses 
at  tho  Turborville  Housing  Sito  with  Dustbins  and  such  bins  have 
also  boon  supplied  to  tho  Brynhoulog  Estate  in  Caorau.  Sanitary 
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Dustbins  are  therefore  not  in  universal  use  in  the  Urban 
Distract  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  experiment  of  providing  them 
to  the  mentioned  Estates  will  be  sufficiently  encouraging  to 
extend  this  public  service.  The  Dustbins  are  provided  by  the 
Council  in  first  instance.  Prom  a financial  point  of  view  it 
is  imperative  that  tenants  keep  their  bins  in  a good  state  of 
repair. 


If  too  much  damage  is  done  to  this  type  of  Council  property 
the  Council  could  apply  it’s  powers  requiring  occupiers  to 
provide  their  own  receptacles  of  such  size  and  construction  as 
may  be  approved  by  the  Council. 

There  have  been  few  complaints  of  refuse  collection  during 
the  year. 
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